Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 GEORGE 02522 131958Z 
ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 
SIL-01 SP-02 USIA-06 AID-05 NSC-05 CIEP-01 TRSE-00 
SS-15 STR-04 OMB-01 CEA-01 INT-05 FRB-03 XMB-02 /080W 

113799/47 

P R 131720Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3864 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
USDOC WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL GEORGETOWN 2522 

E.O. 116520: GDS 
TAGS: EGEN, FLAB. GY 

SUBJECT: GUYBAU WORKERS STRIKE AT LINDEN 
REF: GEORGETOWN 2505 (NOTAL) 

1. SUNDAYS "CHRONICLE" (DECEMBER 12) REPORTED BAUXITE 
WORKERS HAVE CONTINUED THEIR STRIKE AT LINDEN OVER THE PAST 
WEEKEND. DURING WEEKEND, VIOLENCE FLARED BETWEEN POLICE AND 
STRIKERS AND 15 STRIKERS WERE ARRESTED FRIDAY NIGHT. ON 
SATURDAY, RIOT POLICE USED TEAR GAS TO BREAK 

UP A DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE THE JAIL WHERE THE ARRESTED 
STRIKERS WERE BEING HELD. ADDITIONAL ARRESTS WERE MADE ON 
SATURDAY DURING THIS ENCOUNTER. THE "CHRONICLE" STORY 
CONTINUED THAT THE GUYANA MINE WORKERS' UNION (GMWU) HAS 
DISASSOCIATED ITSELF FROM THE STRIKE. 

2. APPROXIMATELY 5,000 PEOPLE ARE EMPLOYED BY 
GUYBAU AT LINDEN. SOME SOURCES INDICATE THAT 
50-80 PERCENT OF THE WORK FORCE IS ACTIVELY ENGAGED 
IN THE STRIKE, WITH THE REMAINDER OF THE MINE AND 
ALUMINA PLANT WORKERS SIMPLY COMPLYING. PERTAINING 
TO SATURDAY S DISTURBANCE, THE "CHRONICLE" SIMPLY 
STATED THAT THE DEMONSTRATION "WAS STARTED" BY 35 
PERSONS. OTHER SOURCES INDICATE, HOWEVER, THAT 
SEVERAL HUNDRED PEOPLE WERE INVOLVED IN THE POLICE 
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THAT NOT ONLY THE POLICE, BUT GUYBAU 
CONSTABLES AND A DETACHMENT OF THE RIOT SQUAD 
(SEE REFTEL) WERE USED TO QUELL THE PROTESTORS.. 

3. ECONOMICALLY, LINDEN IS CRUCIAL. BAUXITE 
PRODUCTION IS MUCH NEEDED IN THIS SAGGING ECONOMY. 
TO TIE IT OVER THE ECONOMIC HARD TIMES AHEAD, 

THE GOG IS GOING TO HAVE TO APPROACH THE INTER- 
NATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND COMMERCIAL 
BANKS FOR LOANS. THE GOG RECOGNIZES THE 
IMPORTANCE OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STABILITY 
IN ITS APPROACH. 

4. POLITICALLY. LINDEN IS A PNC 
STRONGHOLD. THE INCIDENCES WHICH OCCURRED IN 
LINDEN IN THE EARLY 1960'S WERE BASICALLY 
PRO-PNC. BAUXITE WAS ONE OF THE FIRST 
INDUSTRIES TO BE NATIONALIZED. INDEED. LINDEN 

IS ONE OF THE MOST PROSPEROUS AREAS OF GUYANA. GIVEN 
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE STRIKE AT LINDEN CAN BE 
PERCEIVED AS A POLITICAL AS WELL AS AN ECONOMIC 
SETBACK FOR THE PNC. 

MCCOY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BAUXITE, PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976GEORGE02522 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760459-0339 
From: GEORGETOWN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 249/aaaabqgm. tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 GEORGETOWN 2505 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 3 JUL 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <14 JUL 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUYBAU WORKERS STRIKE AT LINDEN 
TAGS: EGEN, ELAB, GY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



